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be observed; what happened in Georgia was repeated in all
the other autonomous regions. The first stage consisted in the
persecution of all national elements in the schools, the admini-
stration, the theatre, etc.; the second in the infiltration of Cheka
(Ogpu) agents into all circles and groups, down to and including
every single family, and in the arrest and execution of elements
for any reason considered unreliable by Moscow; and the
third, in the annihilation of local nationalists by various
economic measures.
In Georgia, as elsewhere, a fearful campaign was carried
on in the name of collectivization against the kulaks and all
individual peasants. Under the slogan "Down with the kulaks"
the best and most capable men could be eliminated. But in
Georgia the entire peasant population resisted collectivization
so vigorously that Moscow was at times compelled to make
concessions, which, however, were never more than temporary.
Guerilla warfare and even regular battles became the order of
the day. The Georgians in the Red Army refused to march
against their countrymen, and in 1930 martial law had to be
proclaimed throughout Eastern Georgia. Here, however^ as
in the Ukraine and elsewhere, the famine provided Moscow
with a new means of removing what it considered undesirable
elements within the population.
As in all districts where the nationalists possess churches
of their own, the anti-religious campaign in Georgia was a
particularly severe blow to an independent national life. As
with the Germans in the Volga district, with the Finns and
Estonians in the north, and the Mahommedans in the east, so
with the Georgians there was too close a connection between
national life and the Church and religion. Thus it was that the
Georgian clergy tried to the last to champion the cause of
their countrymen and co-religionists. The head of the Georgian
Qtiurchj the patriarch Ambrosius, resolved in 1921* well
knowing the consequences of his step, to address a letter of
protest to the Conference then in session at Genoa. In this